
U
.S

.-B
or

n

M
a

St
er

’S

Foreign-B
orn

Foreign-B
ornD

o
ct

o
ra

te

U
.S

.-B
or

n

U
.S

.-B
or

n

Foreign-B
ornB

a
ch

el
o

r’
S

16     asee-prism.org

Databytes Compiled by amlan banerjee

December 2015     17Design by Michelle bersabal

 Biomedical 4,538 1
 Mechanical 4,230 2
 chemical 3,118 3
 electrical/computer 2,741 4
 computer Science (inside engineering) 2,736 5
 other 2,690 6
 Metallurgical and Materials 2,335 7
 electrical 2,171 8
 civil 1,848 9
 aerospace 1,316 10
 Industrial/Manufacturing/Systems 890 11
 computer 694 12
 Nuclear 679 13
 engr. Science and engr. Physics 559 14
 environmental 537 15
 civil/environmental 482 16
 engineering Management 342 17
 engineering (general) 301 18
 Biological/agricultural 285 19
 Petroleum 68 20
 Mining 48 21
 architectural 22 22

1 5,732 electrical/computer

2 5,526 Mechanical

3 5,079 electrical

4 4,798 computer Science (inside engineering)

5 3,358 civil

6 2,959 chemical

7 2,391 Metallurgical and Materials

8 2,037 other

9 1,947 Biomedical

10 1,882 Industrial/Manufacturing/Systems

11 1,154 computer

12 886 aerospace

13 666 civil/environmental

14 497 environmental

15 469 Petroleum

16 433 Biological/agricultural

17 406 engr. Science and engr. Physics

18 353 engineering (general)

19 293 Nuclear

20 114 engineering Management

21 67 Mining

22 62 architectural

1 13,609 computer Science (inside engineering)

2 12,942 electrical

3 7,172 Mechanical

4 6,604 electrical/computer

5 4,560 Industrial/Manufacturing/Systems

6 4,353 other

7 4,281 civil

8 3,576 computer

9 2,229 engineering Management

10 1,664 chemical

11 1,279 Biomedical

12 1,108 Metallurgical and Materials

13 986 aerospace

14 821 Petroleum

15 688 environmental

16 500 engineering (general)

17 388 civil/environmental

18 196 Biological/agricultural

19 96 Mining

20 75 engr. Science and engr. Physics

21 73 Nuclear

22 34 architectural

 Mechanical 8,706 1
 other 7,314 2
 civil 6,250 3
 computer Science (inside engineering) 5,334 4
 electrical 4,888 5
 engineering Management 4,168 6
 electrical/computer 3,196 7
 Industrial/Manufacturing/Systems 3,115 8
 aerospace 2,499 9
 Biomedical 2,389 10
 computer 1,507 11
 chemical 1,274 12
 engineering (general) 1,136 13
 environmental 1,128 14
 Metallurgical and Materials 928 15
 civil/environmental 846 16
 Nuclear 564 17
 Petroleum 504 18
 Biological/agricultural 312 19
 architectural 230 20
 engr. Science and engr. Physics 183 21
 Mining 111 22

 Mechanical 97,972 1
 computer Science (inside engineering) 41,669 2
 electrical 37,364 3
 other 36,087 4
 civil 34,235 5
 chemical 25,908 6
 computer 22,428 7
 engineering (general) 21,114 8
 aerospace 15,716 9
 Biomedical 14,522 10
 Industrial/Manufacturing/Systems 10,457 11
 electrical/computer 10,444 12
 Petroleum 5,459 13
 Metallurgical and Materials 3,948 14
 Biological/agricultural 3,133 15
 civil/environmental 2,886 16
 environmental 2,368 17
 engr. Science and engr. Physics 2,008 18
 architectural 1,822 19
 Nuclear 1,607 20
 engineering Management 1,143 21
 Mining 863 22

1 10,966 Mechanical

2 7,162 electrical

3 5,157 computer Science (inside engineering)

4 5,015 civil

5 4,841 chemical

6 4,514 other

7 3,572 engineering (general)

8 2,997 Industrial/Manufacturing/Systems

9 2,243 computer

10 1,818 electrical/computer

11 1,794 Biomedical

12 1,669 aerospace

13 1,559 Petroleum

14 731 Metallurgical and Materials

15 366 environmental

16 328 engr. Science and engr. Physics

17 279 civil/environmental

18 272 architectural

19 189 Biological/agricultural

20 172 engineering Management

21 132 Nuclear

22 104 Mining

choices of Discipline Vary Between 
U.S. and International Students

Domestic and foreign-born students appear to pick 
fields of study in engineering somewhat differ-
ently. Besides personal interest, these choices 

may reflect students’ perception of the needs of 
their home economies. Among undergraduates, do-
mestic students cite aerospace and biomedical engi-
neering in their top 10 disciplines of choice, whereas 
foreign-born students’ top 10 include industrial* and 
electrical/computer engineering. Mechanical, comput-
er science, computer engineering, electrical, chemi-
cal, civil, and engineering (general) are popular with 
both groups.

 

At the master’s degree level, mechanical is the top 
choice for domestic students, whereas computer 
science (inside engineering) is number one for for-
eign-born students. Aerospace and biomedical remain 
in the top 10 list for domestic students. Computer 
and chemical engineering are among the top 10 for 
foreign-born students.

For domestic doctoral students, biomedical is the 
number one discipline of choice whereas foreign-born 
students choose electrical/computer engineering. At 
the doctoral level, aerospace remains an attractive 
discipline for domestic students, as is industrial engi-
neering for foreign-born students.

*Industrial / Manufacturing / Systems


