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Engineering and Engineering Technology International Student 
Bachelor’s, Master’s, and Doctoral Degrees at North American Institutions, 2006–2015
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Engineering and Engineering Technology International Student Undergraduate Admissions Data, 2006–2015

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

Sum of Number OfferedSum of Number of Applicants Sum of Number Enrolled

1,200,000

10
3,5

11

25
5,1

56

 48
5,5

90

14
8,4

5045
0,

67
2

1,0
82

,59
4

201520142013201220112010200920082007

14
7,3

5743
3,8

54

1,0
11,

33
1

14
3,9

9142
5,7

90

92
0,

719

12
7,8

43

36
6,0

12

80
1,6

65

113
,61

2

32
2,6

59

67
0,

31
2

114
,14

7

30
3,2

32

60
5,0

40

10
6,4

04

28
0,

59
3

53
9,

27
6

10
8,0

67

27
6,8

11

53
7,1

07

119
,78

0

34
6,3

48

72
7,7

19

2006 201520142013201220112010200920082007

63
,9

67

15
6,8

19

50
5,4

35

62
,68

3

15
0,

16
4

47
9,

03
4

52
,74

4

13
2,0

97

41
0,

78
9

49
,0

90

12
7,1

43

38
4,8

40

48
,32

0

12
0,

52
0

36
6,7

52

37
,9

38

88
,55

9

23
0,

48
4

46
,63

1

112
,60

6

32
4,9

49

45
,12

0

10
6,8

28

29
8,6

20

42
,71

5

10
2,2

85

27
5,0

54

40
,54

5

97
,9

61

26
1,3

35

Engineering and Engineering Technology International Student Graduate Admissions Data, 2006–2015
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T
he number of international students studying engineering in North America at the undergraduate and master’s levels rose sharply from 
2006 to 2015. While the number of doctoral students also rose (but not at quite the same rate), these numbers illustrate a continued 
trend of growth and demand for U.S. engineering and engineering technology degrees by foreign students. Master’s degrees are far and 

away the most popular for international students, with the number of degrees awarded more than three times as high as bachelor’s degrees 
and nearly five times as high as doctorates. If the U.S. discourages international applicants, where will they take their talent? And how will 
U.S. institutions bolster their numbers?

A DECADE OF DEMAND FROM ABROAD

DESIGN BY FRANCIS IGOT

Top 10 Schools - Degrees Awarded to International Students

Bachelor’s
1 Purdue University 468

2 University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 456

3 University of Michigan 243

4 Georgia Institute of Technology 235

5 University of Toronto 224

6 The Pennsylvania State University 194

7 University of California-Berkeley 194

8 Montana State University 182

9 Iowa State University 176

10 University of Washington 172

Master’s
1 University of Southern California 1,639

2 Columbia University 926

3 Arizona State University 891

4 NYU Tandon School of Engineering 811

5 University at Buffalo-SUNY 707

6 The University of Texas at Dallas 686

7 Carnegie Mellon University 607

8 Texas A&M University-Kingsville 569

9 Stevens Institute of Technology 565

10 The University of Texas at Arlington 557

Doctoral
1 University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 195

2 Georgia Institute of Technology 186

3 Purdue University 179

4 Texas A&M University 153

5 Massachusetts Institute of Technology 148

6 The Pennsylvania State University 143

7 The University of Texas at Austin 130

8 University of Michigan 129

9 Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State Univ. 115

10 University of Southern California 109
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Bachelor’s
1 University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 2,094

2 Purdue University 1,949

3 University of Toronto 1,524

4 Montana State University 1,502

5 Arizona State University 1,403

6 The Pennsylvania State University 1,253

7 Georgia Institute of Technology 1,166

8 Michigan State University 984

9 University of Waterloo 959

10 University of California-San Diego 874

Master’s
1 University of Southern California 3,233

2 Columbia University 1,916

3 The University of Texas at Arlington 1,915

4 The University of Texas at Dallas 1,905

5 University of Ottawa-Faculty of Engineering 1,873

6 Concordia University-Montreal 1,840

7 Arizona State University 1,837

8 Northeastern University 1,817

9 NYU Tandon School of Engineering 1,765

10 Texas A&M University-Kingsville 1,577

Doctoral
1 Purdue University 1,181

2 Texas A&M University 1,154

3 University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 1,111

4 Georgia Institute of Technology 1,051

5 Massachusetts Institute of Technology 976

6 The University of Texas at Austin 926

7 Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State Univ. 827

8 University of Michigan 814

9 Stanford University 803

10 The Pennsylvania State University 777


