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ENGINEERING DEGREE GROWTH
O

ver the past 20 years, the overall number of degrees awarded in engineering disciplines has risen dramatically. The total number of bachelor’s, 
master’s, and doctoral degrees in engineering has increased from 94,822 in 1995 to 167,593 in 2016, as shown in Figure 1.

A comparison with all higher education degrees awarded during the same period shows that engineering’s growth mirrors the overall upward 
trend. As shown in Figure 2, engineering degrees as a percentage of all degrees awarded in higher education have remained level at between 
5 percent and 6 percent.  

(Data source: National Center for Education Statistics – Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System)

FIGURE 2. TOTAL DEGREES AWARDED IN ENGINEERING VS. NON-ENGINEERING 
AND PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL, 1995–2016
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FIGURE 1. TOTAL DEGREES AWARDED IN ENGINEERING 
BY DEGREE TYPE, 1995–2016

199
5

199
6

199
7

199
8

199
9

20
00 20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09 20
10 20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

BACHELOR’S DEGREES IN ENGINEERING

DOCTORAL DEGREES IN ENGINEERING

MASTER’S DEGREES IN ENGINEERING

TOTAL FOR DEGREES IN ENGINEERING

0

40,000

80,000

120,000

160,000

60
,97

1
27,

813
6,0

38
TO

TA
L: 9

4,8
22

60
,77

0
26

,76
1

6,2
45

TO
TA

L: 9
3,7

76

59
,82

4
25

,31
8

6,2
45

6,0
98

TO
TA

L: 9
1,2

40

58
,60

8
25

,63
2

5,9
18

TO
TA

L: 9
0,1

58

56
,98

9
25

,26
3

5,3
68

TO
TA

L: 8
7,6

20

57,
35

5
25

,34
0

5,3
31

TO
TA

L: 8
8,0

26

57,
07

2
26

,02
3

5,5
11

TO
TA

L: 8
8,6

06

58
,59

6
25

,86
2

5,1
64

TO
TA

L: 8
9,6

22

61,
44

6
28

,20
4

5,2
53

TO
TA

L: 9
4,9

03

62
,40

0
32

,37
4

5,8
98

TO
TA

L: 1
00

,67
2

63
,68

8
32

,41
7

6,5
24

TO
TA

L: 1
02

,62
9

65
,67

3
30

,76
3

7,3
76

TO
TA

L: 1
03

,81
2

65
,89

0
29

,26
2

8,0
50

TO
TA

L: 1
03

,20
2

67
,23

9
31,

46
8

5,9
49

TO
TA

L: 1
04

,65
6

67
,69

0
34

,36
2

4,0
98

TO
TA

L: 1
06

,15
0

71,
120

34
,61

1
7,6

78
TO

TA
L: 1

13,
40

9

74,
78

4
38

,08
1

8,3
31

TO
TA

L: 1
21,

196

79
,72

7
39

,81
3

8,6
84

TO
TA

L: 1
28

,22
4

84
,49

2
39

,94
6

9,3
23

TO
TA

L: 1
33

,76
1

90
,77

9
42

,32
3

10,
00

7
TO

TA
L: 1

43
,10

9

96
,74

9 105
,76

7

46
,08

6

51,
62

110,
23

5

10,
20

5

TO
TA

L: 1
53

,07
0

TO
TA

L: 1
67

,59
3


