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T he job market for engineering technology graduates remains strong, with the federal 
government projecting an estimated 40,000 annual openings through 2026. A large majority 

of these graduates emerge from community colleges. In 2017, the latest data available, some 768 
community colleges awarded 17,777 associate’s degrees and 22,447 certificates in various E.T. 
disciplines. In contrast, last year just 132 four-year institutions offered bachelor’s degrees in 
engineering technology and produced 13,637 graduates.

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; 2017 National Center for Education Statistics, IPEDS data; 2018 ASEE 
Profiles of Engineering and Engineering Technology

CIVIL
ENGINEERING 
TECHNOLOGIES

MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING RELATED 

TECHNOLOGIES

Comparison of Education Levels in the Engineering 
Technology Workforce vs. All Occupations

All Occupations

Engineering Technology

17.5%

Some 
College

Associate’s 
Degree

Bachelor’s 
Degree

35

30

25

20

15

10

5

0

Highest Education Level Attained

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f W
or

kf
or

ce
 (A

ll 
vs

 ET
)

20.9%

9.5%

30.1%

23% 23%

of

CO
MM

UNITY COLLEGES

DATABYTES   COMPILED BY JOSEPH ROY 


