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University engineering programs receive most
of their research support from the federal
government, but state governments and industry
also contribute substantial amounts. In 2018,
research spending by engineering programs
nationwide included about $6.4 billion in federal
funds, $729 million in state funds, and $1.3 billion
from industry. The past decade saw a 33 percent
increase in federal and industry funding, buta 15
percent decrease in support from states.
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The accompanying graphic groups states into
divisions, as identified by the U.S. Census Bureau.
In a few divisions, a single state—California,
Texas, and Massachusetts—is the dominant player
in research. In other regions, such as the Middle
Atlantic region and the East North Central states,
research spending is spread more evenly across
multiple states. The East North Central region,
home to major research universities in Ohio,
Illinois, Michigan, and Indiana, received—and
spent—the most federal and industry money of
any region in 2018.
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DESIGN BY TONI RIGOLOSI

FEDERAL
FUNDS

STATE TOTAL

$915.9
$479.9
$389.3
$365.9
$354.4
$337.0
$306.7
$302.6
$223.8
$222.2

STATE FUNDS
| STATE__TOTAL _

$110.5
$88.0
$58.2
$55.0
$38.5
$34.6
$34.6
$23.8
$22.0
$21.9

INDUSTRY FUNDS
| STATE __TOTAL _

$216.0
$160.5
$106.9
$77.6
$74.2
$66.5
$60.7
$44.3
$40.9
$36.2
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