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COVID-19 has hit small businesses hard. To measure the economic difficulties, the U.S. Census Bureau ran 
a survey for nine weeks that investigated the pandemic’s effects on various sectors. The sectors that hire the 

largest number of engineers are manufacturing and the professional, scientific, and technical services industry. 
Not surprisingly, most small businesses in both sectors endured large or moderate negative effects during that 
time frame. They also saw decreased revenue each week. The good news: The percentage of small businesses 
experiencing those negative effects trended downward for both industries, indicating steady recovery. On the flip 

side: The proportion of small businesses expecting complete economic recovery to 
take more than six months increased in both industries over the nine-week time span.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Small Business Pulse Survey 
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IN THE LAST WEEK, DID THIS BUSINESS EXPERIENCE A CHANGE 
IN OPERATING REVENUES?

PR
OF

ES
SI

ON
AL

, S
CI

EN
TI

FI
C,

 A
N

D 
TE

CH
N

IC
AL

 S
ER

VI
CE

S 
IN

DU
ST

RY
 S

EC
TO

R

PROFESSIONAL, SCIENTIFIC, AND 
TECHNICAL SERVICES INDUSTRY SECTOR

PROFESSIONAL, SCIENTIFIC, 
AND TECHNICAL SERVICES 

INDUSTRY SECTOR

100

80

20

0
APRIL MAY JUNE

40

60

100

80

20

0
APRIL MAY JUNE

40

60

Moderate to  
Large Effect (Positive)

Little to No Effect

Moderate to Large 
Effect (Negative)

60

10

0 APRIL MAY JUNE

20

40

50

30

70

80

60

10

0 APRIL MAY JUNE

20

40

50

30

70

80

Little to No Effect
Normal
>6 Months
4-6 Months
2-3 Months
1 Month or Less

KE
Y

Yes (Increased)
Yes (Decreased)

No
40

20

50

30

10

0 APRIL MAY JUNE

!

Business as 

TIME

PE
RC

EN
TA

GE
S

M
AN

UF
AC

TU
RI

N
G 

IN
DU

ST
RY

 S
EC

TO
R 50

40

30

20

10

0 APRIL MAY JUNE

TIME

PE
RC

EN
TA

GE
S


